CALLINGTON’S  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


THE  CONDITIONS  IN  1915. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Callington 
Urban  District  (Dr.  H.  Davis,  jun.),  presented 
his  annual  report  to  the  Urban  Council  at  their 
last  week's  meeting  as  follows 

The  district  has  an  area  of  2,492  acres,  with 
a population  of  1,713  at  the  last  census,  living 
in  437  houses.  The  social  conditions  are  still 
affected  by  the  war;  many  men  are  absent  on 
active  service,  Belgian  refugees  have  increased 
to  43,  but  there  are  no  troops  nor  wounded  in 
the  district. 

VITAU  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  dis- 
trict was  26,  15  males  and  11  females,  a birth- 
rate of  15.1  per  1,(X)0  per  annum.  The  number 
of  deaths  registered  was  29,  14  males  and  15 
females,  a death-rate  of  16.9;  there  were  no 
transferable  eases.  Twenty-six  births  and  29 
deaths  give  a natural  decrease  of  3;  this  is  the 
first  time  I have  had  to  report  an  excess  of 
deaths  over  births.  The  ages  at  death  were  as 
follows : .Under  1 year,  2;  2 and  under  5,  1;  5 
and  under  15,  3 ; 25  and  under  45,  2 ; 45  and 
under  65,  7 ; 65  and  upwards,  14.  Of  these  13 
were  over  70,  7 over  80,  the  oldest  being  93. 
The  following  were  the  causes  of  death,  diph- 
theria, 1;  respiratory  diseases  6,  including  1 
i case  of  phthisis ; other  tuberculous  diseases,  3 ; 

' cancer,  2 ; heart  disease,  1 ; premature  birth,  1 ; 
other  diseases,  15,  of  which  6 were  due  to  apo- 
plexy. There  were  3 inquest  cases.  Infant 
mortality — two  deaths  occurring,  one  at  9 days 
and  the  other  at  six  weeks  from  absolutely  un- 
preventable  causes,  cannot  be  included  in  the 
usual  diseases  which  affect  infant  life  within 
the  first  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Eight  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  one  death 
were  notified  during  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
without  any  definite  origin.  These  cases  ap- 
peared to  be  the  culmination  of  a very  general 
outbreak  of  “septic  throats.”  In  some  in- 
stances unsanitary  conditions , were  found,  but 
none  of  a serious  nature.  These  were  abated, 
and  the  usual  precautions  taken.  Ophthalmia 
neonatorum  has  become  notifiable  dhring  the 
year,  and  one  case  has  been  reported.  Three 
cases  of  tubercular  phthisis  and  three  cases  of 
other  tuberculous  diseases  have  been  iiotified, 
with  one  death  from  phthisis  and  three  deaths 
from  other  tuberculous  diseases.  Although 
this  is  much  above  the  average  for  this  district, 
we  are  still  comparatively  free  from  tuberculous 
diseases.  Causes  affecting  these  diseases  have 
been  frequently  discussed,  and  all  reasonable 
means  adopted  for  preventing  them. 

SEWEKAGE  AND  DKAINAGE. 

Three  large  street  masos-s’  traps  have  been 
built,  and  a short  length  of  sewer  laid  in  Tavi- 
stock-road,  at  a cost  of  £7.  Seven  old  drains 
have  been  cleared,  and  two  new  drains  laid. 
Seven  new  w.c.’s  have  been  built  and  two  re- 
paired. , 


HOUSING  OP  THE  WOKKING  Cl, ASSES. 

Two  old  houses  in  Church-Street  have  been 
demolished.  In  their  place  one  new  house  has 
been  built,  and  an  additidn  made  to  an  ad- 
jacent house;  the  sanitary  arrangements  are 
satisfactory.  The  present  time,  when  circum- 
stances and  means  are  so  much  affected  by  the 
war,  is  not  the  most  favourable  for  consider- 
ing the  closure  of  houses  or  demolition  of 
areas ; still  such  procedures  have  been  dis- 
cussed, and  for  the  time  being  stand  in  abey- 
ance, not  seriously  affecting  public  health. 

HOUSE  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 


Tabular  Statement. 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  129 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  houses  unfit  for 

habitation  0 

General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist: 

Choked  drains  7 

Offensive  accumulations  12 

Overcrowding  2 

General  repairs  Many 


SCAVENGING  AND  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

I House  refuse  accumulated  in  ashbins  is  re- 

I moved  once  a week ; ten  new  ashbins  have  been 
provided  during  the  year.  Broken  glass, 
earthenware,  tins,  etc.,  receive  a separate  re- 
moval once  a month.  This  work  formerly  has 
been  done  by  contract  under  the  responsibility 
of  the  Authority.  Street  cleaning  has,  however, 
undergone  some  modification.  It  has  been  the 
custom  to  thoroughly  sweep  all  the  streets  twice 
a week,  and  the  majority  of  the  principal  ones 
three  times  a week.  Although  this  method 
kept  the  streets  in  a very  fair  condition  of 
cleanliness,  it  was  obvious  that  dei)Osits  of 
dung,  etc.,  remained  as  long  as  three  or ' even 
four  days  without  removal  in  some  streets,  and 
a scheme  to  abate  this  suggested  that  a man 
with  a barrow  should  go  through  all  the  streets 
daily,  removing  deposits  and  at  the  same  time 
tnoroughly  sweeping  a section  each  day,  thus 
ensuring  that  no  deposit  remained  in  the 
streets  longer  than  24  hours,  and  that  all  the 
streets  were  thoroughly  swept  once  a week.  A 
four  months’  trial  was  given,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered that  cleaner  streets  were  the  result  and 
that  it  was  an  improvement  on  the  old  system. 
Two  “ tips  ” are  provided,  from  which  the 
material  collected  is  removed  frequently. 

EYE-LAWS^ 

The  following  bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the 
districts,  namely,  with  regard  to  nuisances,  new 
buildings,  slaughter-houses,  and  dairies  and 
covfsheds.  The  Infectious  Disease  Notification 
Act,  1889,  and  Part  III  Public  Health  (Amend- 
menr)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted.  Other  dis- 
eases made  notifiable  during  the  year  are 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  measles  and  German 
measles.  The  requirements  of  the  Notification 
of  Births’  Acts  have  been  fulfilled. 
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